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still at least a chance the House might
conclude that we have done a terrific
piece of work, and they could very well
consider the option, as the Blue Dogs
have suggested, of taking up the meas-
ure and sending it on down to the
President for signature.

So for the moment, Madam Presi-
dent, I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

Mr. REID. Madam President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. BROWN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. BROWN. I ask unanimous con-
sent to speak as in morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMEMORATING THE 99TH
ANNIVERSARY OF THE NAACP

Mr. BROWN. Madam President, 99
years ago today, a group of courageous
individuals came together to form the
National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People.

The year of 1909 was the centennial of
Abraham Lincoln’s birth. Fewer than
50 years removed from the signing of
the Emancipation Proclamation and
the carnage of the Civil War, the prom-
ise and price of that struggle must
have still been fresh on the minds of
many Americans.

The ‘Call for the Lincoln Emanci-
pation Conference in 1909 was de-
signed to take stock of the progress
since the end of the Civil War.

The conclusion of the 60 organizers,
among them the mayor of Toledo, and
the president of Western Reserve Uni-
versity in Cleveland, the conclusion
was that Lincoln would have been dis-
heartened by the Nation’s failure to se-
cure equality of law and equality of op-
portunity without respect to color.
They faced rampant Jim Crow dis-
crimination, conducted with the bless-
ing of the Supreme Court. The country
was plagued by race riots and
lynchings in every region, even in Lin-
coln’s hometown of Springfield, IL.

The founders of the NAACP under-
stood that if true equality was to be
had, the spirit of the abolitionists must
be revived. So long as the North re-
mained silent about the conditions in
the South, it was supplying tacit ap-
proval.

They wrote:

Discrimination once permitted cannot be
bridled. Recent history shows that in forging
chains for the Negroes, the white voters are
forging chains for themselves.

They met, they organized, and they
spoke out. For almost a century the
NAACP has led the fight for equality,
continually working to ensure political
and educational and social and eco-
nomic equality for persons of all races.
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Whether it was the fight to deseg-
regate public schools or to secure equal
voting rights or the passing of the 1964
Civil Rights Act, the NAACP has re-
mained at the forefront of the struggle
for justice. Even when this body, this
Senate, did not do the right thing, the
NAACP continued to fight for equal
rights and equal opportunity.

This is a struggle that continues
today. Discrimination in housing has
continued a legacy of segregation in
many of our neighborhoods and many
of our schools. Discrimination in hous-
ing finance has led to disproportionate
numbers of African-American and
Latino borrowers being stuck with
predatory loans that are falling into
forclosure at record rates.

Black young people are more likely
than their peers to attend failing
schools. A new wave of barriers to vot-
ing rights has appeared in the form of
vote caging, deceptive practices, and
unreasonable voter ID laws. I saw some
of those in the 1980s as Ohio Secretary
of State. They happened in New Jersey,
they happened in Louisiana, they hap-
pened in the North, they happened in
the South. They are still happening.

African Americans make up about 13
percent of our population but account
for over 50 percent of the prison popu-
lation.

In times such as these, the NAACP is
needed more than ever. Fortunately, in
my home State of Ohio and across the
Nation, NAACP chapters continue
their fight for justice and equality. In
Lorain, in Mansfield, in Toledo, in
Cleveland and Columbus, they continue
that fight.

The Ohio NAACP Prison Program is
changing the lives and helping to reha-
bilitate hundreds of inmates. NAACP
members across the State are reg-
istering voters and run afterschool pro-
grams.

The Cincinnati NAACP chapter is
holding public forums to foster a better
relationship between the community
and the police department. Through
programs such as these, our commu-
nities are stronger, our neighborhoods
are stronger, our Nation is stronger.

As a life member of the NAACP, I am
proud to support its efforts to protect
our rights to increase opportunities for
all Americans. As the founders ob-
served 99 years ago, this Government
cannot exist half slave and half free
any better today than it could in 1861.
I hope my colleagues will join me
today in commemorating the NAACP’s
99th anniversary.

I yield the floor, and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
MENENDEZ.) The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the order for the quorum call
be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, in her
book ‘“‘Team of Rivals,” Doris Kearns
Goodwin tells a story that illustrates
the extraordinary, transcendent power
of Abraham Lincoln’s faith in human
freedom and democracy.

It is a story about something that oc-
curred in 1908, 100 years ago. The Rus-
sian novelist Leo Tolstoy had been en-
tertaining some Caucasus tribesmen
for hours with tales of Alexander the
Great, Julius Caesar, and Napoleon.
When he finished, a chief stood and
asked Tolstoy to speak about the
greatest of all heroes, a man who
‘“‘spoke with a voice of thunder . ..
laughed like a sunrise and his deeds
were as strong as the rock.’” Tell them,
the chief implored, about Abraham
Lincoln.

Tolstoy would later write, ‘“That lit-
tle incident proves how largely the
name of Lincoln is worshipped
throughout the world. . . . He was not
a great general like Washington or Na-
poleon; he was not such a skillful
statesman as Gladstone or Frederick
the Great, but his supremacy expresses
itself altogether in his peculiar moral
power and in the greatness of his char-

acter. ‘““Washington was a typical
American. Napoleon was a typical
Frenchman. But Lincoln,” Tolstoy

wrote, ‘“‘was a humanitarian as broad
as the world.”

Today marks the 199th anniversary
of Abraham Lincoln’s birth. This past
weekend was also the official opening
of a 2-year bicentennial celebration of
the Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial. In
Harlan County, KY, where Lincoln was
born in bitter poverty, Lincoln schol-
ars and admirers gathered to discuss
and celebrate Lincoln’s life and legacy.
This evening in Springfield, IL, the
Abraham Lincoln Association will hold
its annual meeting to once again re-
flect on the life of Abraham Lincoln in
his hometown.

I express my personal thanks to
Judge Tommy Turner who has worked
tirelessly with so many dedicated Ken-
tuckians to put together today’s kick-
off in Harlan County.

First Lady Laura Bush was to have
spoken at the kickoff. Unfortunately,
the icy weather forced postponement.
It will be rescheduled. She will be re-
turning to the Abraham Lincoln Birth-
place National Historic Site in
Hodgenville, KY.

President Lincoln kept a place in his
heart for Kentucky all his life, and
there must be a special place for Ken-
tucky in the Lincoln Bicentennial
Celebration. I also thank my colleague,
Senator Jim Bunning, who is a member
of the Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial
Commission. I know how hard he
worked to make this kickoff a success
in his home State.

Over the next 2 years, hundreds of
special events and celebrations will be
held in cities and towns across America
to remind all of us who Lincoln was
and what he meant and still means to
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